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Feeders of Cats in Rishon LeZion come out of their Yards
to do struggle with the Municipality

by Yuval Azulal

Feeders of the cats in Rishon Lezion come out of their yards to
struggle with the municipality. Ministry of the Interior delays
implementation of a municipal statute which is liable to cause the
cats to starve to death.

Sarit Ayelon, age 44 from Rishon Lezion, has been feeding street
cats since she was a little girl. She goes to the window of her
house and calls “Prince™, a long haired black cat — The favorite
among the six of the cats which she takes care of. This love costs
Ayelon more than a thousand shekels every month, the price of
the food and medicines for the cats, and she also takes care of
their castration and spaying. “All from my money, and | request
help from no one. Instead of buying myself more clothes | spend
the money on antibiotics and food™, she says.

However, the new urban bylaw that the municipality of Rishon
Lezion issued a few months ago caused of wave of protest
amongst feeders of the cats and the animal welfare societies in
the city. By law, every resident that feeds a cat will need to
receive for this a special permit after accepting the following
stringent conditions: The establishment of “feeding station™
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approved by the municipality, castration or spaying and limitation
of number of the cats tthat will eat from the dish. Residents that
will not fill after the new instructions will be fined in 600
shekels.

Application of the law currently awaits approval Ministry of the
Interior, likely in about a month. The approval is delayed due to
disputes that arising on this subject between the Ministry of
Agriculture, an ardent supporter of the law, and the office to the
Ministry of the Environment, claiming the law will cause the
death of many cats by starvation, and accordingly a breach of
“The Cat Ruling™ by the Supreme Court in 2004. This decision
given after a petition of animal welfare societies against
authorities, given by judge of Dahlia Dorner, determined that
street cats should not be killed except for in extreme cases.

While the municipality of Rishon Lezion argues that it is
necessary to check the natural increase of the street cats, the
feeders have come out of their yards to accuse the municipality
of intending to starve the cats to death. Two of the sides are
busy in the enlistment reinforcements: The societies recruit
artists and campaign on the internet; in contrast the municipality
is recruiting veterinary allies among local authorities, the
agriculture ministry and additional bodies convinced that the
feeding of street cats is a threat on to the tranquility of the
inhabitants of the city.
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In Rishon Lezion live between 50 for 100 thousand street cats;
one hundred of them, the injured or sick, are euthanized every
year in the veterinary department. Ayelon declares that she will
leave the city because of the new municiple law on the feeding of
cats. "1 will not see them hungry. When | saw in the news about
the hungry in Bangladesh | sent letters for all the world ™.

The ease in which happiness of the law by the council of a
municipality of Rishon Lezion Mkommt lovers of the animals :
The law was passed by a clear majority, except for one alderman
from the opposition that chose to abstain, the actor Safi Rivlin. ™I
simply do not understood the law and its significance. They spoke
Of “feeding stations®, and when | asked what"s this, but did not
really get an answer. Everything there was vague™, says Rivlin.

“Let Animals Live™ and the local association “Rishon Loves
Animals™ emphasize the objections of the Office of Environmental
Quality to the law. The association have a letter sent attorney
Zohar Sheklim, to an activist. The attorney expressed her
objection to the new bylaw. “In our opinion is that it is illegal

and not in line with the Supreme Court "Decision on the Cats" ™.
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Conversely the Vetinarian of Rishon Lezion municipality, Dr.
Jonathan Even—Tzur, took out a letter signed the person
assigned to oversee the implementation of the laws of animal
welfare in the Ministry of Agriculture, Dr. Daganit Ben Dov, and
in it written amongst other things: "I see in the advancement of
this legislation an important step in coordinating the cohabitation
of people and animals in the urban environment™.

Even-Tzur describes the protests of the Animal Welfare Societies
as "“unnecessary™ : “We do not give a directive not to feed cats.
We will not register reports automatically, we will protest, we will
advise, we will adjust and guide the residents how to drive. All
the fuss around this does not interest us, this is theater of
absurdity™, he says.

Chairman of the society “Rishon loves animals™, Ofra Rozenstein,
who has been feeding eight cats for more than a decade. “We
will petition the High Court against the municipality™, she says,
and emphasizes that “the law is destined to circumvent both
the"Cats Decision® of the Supreme Court protecting the rights of
animals. To withhold food from an animal is abuse™.

The law: A municipality of Rishon Lezion determined that in
order to feed cats you have to receive a permit. Violators will be
fined in 660 shekel.
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The dispute: The Ministry of Agriculture supports the law, but
the Ministry of the Environment opposes it. Ministry of the
Interior is postponing its implementation.

The Protest: To the Animal Welfare Associations assert that the
municipality is trying to reduce the population of street cats by
starving them.

The veterinarian of the Rishon Lezion municipality states: “We
will not issue citations automatically, we will guide the residents

on how to conduct themselves in this matter™.
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